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FROM THE FEDERAL SECRETARY 


As this is the first issue of the new look 
Praeclarvm, a word or two concerning the aims 
of the journal would be appropriate. 

Praeclarvm is the only practical medium of 
communication between the members of our 
various Branches. For many members it is the 
only return they receive for their subscription 
often owing to distances involved between their 
place of residence and state cities. We are there- 
fore aiming to record in these pages the activities, 
interests, and cars of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ 
Club of Australia, the third largest Club of the 
Marque in the world. 

For example the journal will require active 
contribution by members. It is not intended that 
Praeclarvm should replace Branch news letters 
as they are essential to circulate local news, re- 
port on Branch functions, interesting people and 
forthcoming events. Praeclarvm will deal funda- 
mentally with the matters, major events, technical 
information and news of interest to all Branches. 

Correspondents have been appointed in all 
Branches to forward a summary of activities, 
lists of new members and so on. This information 
will be included in Praeclarvm from time to time. 

Owners of Phantom 1’s fitted with aluminium 
cylinder heads will be pleased to learn that replica 
cylinder heads are now undergoing final tests in 
the United States. I know of at least one car 
which is off the road owing to a corroded cylinder 
head. As yet I have no information regarding the 
price of the heads which will probably be fairly 
steep. When more information is to hand it will 
be published. 

For those lucky members who own Phantom 
TIl’s, the Phantom III Technical Society is now 
producing replicas of the Kaye No. 81 oil can. 
Most Phantom III’s I have seen are missing that 
item and any member desiring one could forward 
$US14 which includes postage to the Phantom III 
Technical Society, P.O. Box 25, Mechanicsberg, 
Pena, 17055 U.S.A. 


QUIDVIS RECTE FACTVM 
QVAMVIS HVMILE PRA-CLARVM 


(Whatever is rightly done, however humble, is noble — Royce, 1924) 


RACLARVM 


THE FEDERAL JOURNAL OF THE ROLLS-ROYCE OWNER‘S CLUB OF AUSTRALIA 


No. 74 — Ist DECEMBER, 1974 


While speaking of the U.S. 1 obtained at a 
very reasonable cost a complete exhaust system 
made out of heavy gauge stainless steel for my 
Silver Ghost from Frank Cooke. I believe Frank 
is only able to manufacture Silver Ghost exhaust 
systems. His address is the Vintage Rolls Garage, 
North Brookfield, Mass. 01535 U.S.A. 

These notes would not be complete without 
reference to the superb Federal rally just held 
in Perth. Our Western Australian members are 
to be congratulated and the club spirit extended 
to interstate delegates was magnificent. Particular 
thanks must go to Bruce and Betty Meegan, Tom 
Clarke and Diana and Peter Deakin. A report 
on the Federal rally appears elsewhere in this 
issue. 

I commend the journal to you and look for- 
ward to members’ co-operation to ensure its 
success. 

Malcolm Johns, 
Federal Secretary. 


1936 R-R Sports Saloon, Chassis GTK20 by H. J. Mulliner. 
Winner of the concours D’Elegance at 1974 Federal Rally 
in Perth with owner Gil Ralph. 


FEDERAL COUNCIL MEETING 
MELBOURNE, 4th MAY, 1974 

Delegates from all States attended a very 
friendly and constructive meeting. Brian Meegan, 
Federal President, in the chair and Tom Clarke, 
Federal Secretary, were joined by John Giles and 
Dick Donnelley from N.S.W., David Kenway and 
Andrew Brownell from Vic., Cud Freeman and 
Derek Hartley from S.A., Frank Carozzi and 
Wal Moorhouse from Qld., and Diana Deacon and 
Tom Clarke from W.A. 


The Constitutional amendments were discus- 
sed and only 8a was passed by all branches, the 
formation of branches in States and Territories 
of the Commonwealth. Later in the meeting the 
whole problem of a piecemeal approach to the 
Constitution was discussed and N.S.W. agreed 
to submit a recommended Constitution which the 
State committees would discuss, to form a version 
approved by Council and then to be presented to 
members for voting. 

A Federal Registrar, Fred Engish of Vic- 
toria, was appointed to produce a Federal members 
and chassis list. This will be issued every few 
years and amendments noted in issues of 
Praeclarvm. 

A national address for the Club, mainly for 
overseas communication, has been obtained:- 
42 Bryson Street, Canterbury, Victoria, 3126. 

Tom Clarke has agreed to represent the Club 
at the annual meeting of the Company and Clubs 
in London, January, 1975. 

The concours rules have been changed to 
increase the classes for post war cars. There are 
now four classes — Bentley Mk VI and R; Bentley 
S and T; R-R Silver Dawn, Silver Wraith and 
Phantom IV; R-R Cloud and Shadow, Phantom 
V and VI. 

A resolution was passed that Federal Council 
shall consist of a Federal President and Federal 
Secretary from the same branch each serving for 
concurrent two ‘year terms with right of extention 
for one year at Council’s discretion, and two dele- 
gates from each branch alternating year by year. 
Before going on to State branches this resolution 
will be considered by N.S.W. during the overdue 
review of the Constitution. 

Having taken the best part of a day, the 
meeting was then closed and delegates, as guests 
of the Victorian Branch, had some glasses of 
champagne to celebrate the 70th anniversary of 
the meeting of Rolls and Royce which fell on 
that day. 

Tom Clarke, 
Federal Secretary. 


OBITUARY — JOHN HAMMILL 


An appreciation from Brian Meegan, Federal 
President. 

It is with deep regret that I record the death 
on February 19th of John Hammill, the Federal 
Secretary. John put up a brave fight against the 
illness to which he eventually succumbed. We in 
W.A. Branch will remember him as a charming 
and enthusiastic member. I will miss him as a 
thoroughly capable Federal Secretary. To Rose- 
mary and Joanna, on behalf of all members, I 
send our sympathy on their great loss. 


Ian Irwin sent this photo believed taken in 1914 in 
Australia. Can someone identify? 


16th ANNUAL FEDERAL RALLY, PERTH 
SEPTEMBER, 1974 


As a Victorian Member writing this account 
of the 1974 Federal Rally, this report must neces- 
sarily be biased by the hospitality and warm 
weather provided by our hosts. 

From the time of our arrival and our atten- 
dance at the Civic Reception, where we were 
welcomed by the Lord Mayor, we know this 
was going to a memorable rally. 

A very full programme of events and outings 
had been organised; and to ensure that each 
visiting member mixed in quickly and happily, 
each was assigned to a W.A. member. This was 
especially helpful at our first outing on the 
Swan River Ferry — The Western Isle.” 

The lights of Perth reflected on the calm 
water, the illumination of the Swan Brewery 
Ship,” the lights of numerous other ships along 
the water front, and various members dancing 
on the afterdeck of our ferry, all added up to a 
fascinating and enjoyable night. 

Whilst we were all drinking, eating and mak- 
ing merry, our cars were on display at Winter- 
bottoms, with donations in aid of charity. 


David Kenway’s 1932 20/25 hp. GRW67. 


a, 


During stop on the Wooroloo Koad. 
Harry Thompson’s 1934 20/25 h.p. GLB27. Ian Maxted’s 
1933 20/25 h.p. GHA12 and Con Keogh’s 1927 Phantom I 
48UF. 


Winterbottoms the Rolls-Royce Agents in 
Perth, again kindly made facilities available to 
members for car washing service, and garaging 
with unrestricted access to their premises during 
the Rally. 

Saturday: Rally Marshal, Dick Wright, in 
true Rolls-Royce style assembled our cars at 
parliament House for our Saturday adventures. 
(First time we have ever seen, a Land Rover 
used to block peak hour freeway traffic). 

It is difficult to describe adequately a day 
which included a superb smorgasbord luncheon, 
a display by an Andalusian Dancing Horse at 
El] Caballa Blanco Hotel and an enjoyable scenic 
drive to Mundeering Reservoir. To complete the 
day’s outdoor activities, we were entertained to 
afternoon tea at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Brodie- 
Hall at Gooseberry Hill. We don’t know whether 
it was the afternoon tea or the effect of their 
magnificent garden, but some members had 
difficulty in negotiating their cars down the 
zig-zag road when returning to Perth. 

For those of us with stamina, a very pleasant 
light hearted evening was the informal dinner- 
dance at the Sheraton Hotel. Combined with this, 
was the showing of a film of the 1973 Alpine 
Rally — The Spirit of Ecstasy” by courtesy of 
Malcolm Jons. 


Peter Deacon’s 1927 20 h.p. GAJ75 Martin and King tourer 
during stop on the way to Wooroloo, W.A., 21-9-74. George 
Harris standing in the car behind. 


In glorious sunshine on Sunday morning, the 
sight of 39 Rolls-Royces and nine Bentleys dis- 
played at the historic Guilford Grammar School 
was in true Federal Concours tradition. For those 
of us without cars to be judged (a minority) 
a tour of the historic Woodbridge House, im- 
portant Rolls-Royce documents to peruse, provided 
by Tom Clarke, and an abundance of good food, 
wine and company. For competitors, all the above, 
plus nerves. As always happens, the high quality 
of cars presented, made judging an unenviable 
undertaking. 

After the nervous strain of Sunday, a very 
relaxing “Brunch” at El Sombrero Restaurant 
on the banks of the Swan. Champagne, delightful 
impromptu speeches, quantities of “Pig on the 
Spit,” fish, rum cake and coffee. 

Those who could stand the pace, spent Mon- 
day afternoon admiring the Brajhovich collection 
of old and interesting cars, Phantom I, Moon, 
Bean, Locomobile, Talbot and Delahaye were 
some of the many cars seen. 


Tan Maxted, 


Tony Brajrovich, 


1933 20/25 GHAI2, 1927 Phantom I 
52UF. 


George Harris, 
1914 Ghost 6TB., 


The Parmelia Room was a fitting venue for 
our Federal Dinner. Superb food, intersposed with 
appropriate speeches culminated in the eagerly 
awaited announcement of Concours results. Fol- 
lowing the presentation of the main trophies, 
magnums of champagne were presented to inter- 
state members who had undertaken the overland 
trip in their cars. Special mention was made of 
George and Fay Harris, 1914 Silver Ghost and 
Malcolm and Roz Johns, 1928 Phantom I, having 
both successfully motored in the “true style” 
from Sydney. 

Five years have passed since we had the 
pleasure of attending Western Australia’s first 
Federal Rally. Looking back, this 1974 Rally 
exceeded expectations. The attention to detail, 
the friendliness and hospitality of our hosts was 
outstanding. Special thanks to Federal President, 
Brian Meegan, Federal Secretary, Tom Clarke 
and State President, charming and capable (Mrs.) 
Diana Deacon. 

John Salter. 


JACK VIDLER’S ADDRESS — 
ROYCE 70th ANNIVERSARY LUNCHEON, 
MELBOURNE CRICKET CLUB, 
APRIL 1, 1974 


The following notes were prepared as a 
summary of Jack Vidler’s Address at the luncheon 
to commemorate the 70th Anniversary of the 
running of the first Royce motor car on April 1, 
1904. 

When the Committee invited Jack to speak 
he accepted with pleasure, but was faced with 
the difficult task of deciding what to speak about. 
The problem was that most members were 
familiar with Royce’s achievements. 

Jack said he would endeavour to outline the 
trying conditions facing the motorist at the time 
“Henry Royce made his first car and also, he would 
relate a few stories of his personal associations 
with the early R-R days in Derby. 

Jack admitted he was not there at the time, 
but described the hardships experienced by the 
pioneer motorists in 1904. Petrol was not avail- 
able just anywhere, as today. One was lucky to 
find a gallon at the blacksmiths, the chemist or 
the hardware store. It was common to see 
motorists walking along the road looking for fuel. 
Roads were either cobblestones and dust or 
cobblestones and mud, depending on the weather. 
Narrow tyres were prone to roll off the rim if 
one cornered too sharply. 

1904 was still the day of the horse-drawn 
vehicle and opposition from the drivers of such 
vehicles and from riders was severe. The people 
who depended on horses for a living could see 
the writing on the wall and went to such ex- 
tremes as buying up supplies of petrol to make 
it difficult for the motorist. Some degree of the 
strength of this opposition can be gauged by the 
fact that in 1904, 10,000 horses died each day in 
Britain. The motorist was subject to frequent 
harassment, animosity was so intense that many 
coachmen endeavoured to slash the face of car 
drivers when passing in the opposite direction. 

No “Ever-ready” torches were available in 
1904 and as it is prudent not to put a naked 
lamp near a leaking carburettor, the motorist 
experienced difficulties and delay when a break- 
down occurred after dark. (After dark being 
4 p.m. during the English winter). Invariably, it 
meant waiting for daylight even though the re- 
pair may have only taken a few minutes. 

It is interesting to note that Haldenby’s 
secretary later became Mrs. Ada Ellis, wife of 
Charles Ellis. The Company sent Mr. Ellis to 
Adelaide in the 1920’s to assist Motors Limited 
(R-R agents). Charles later became a director of 
Motors Ltd. Mr. and Mrs. Ellis still live in Ade- 
laide. 

In the early days the mechanics in the factory 
averaged 80 hours work per week which the re- 
gular factory hours were: Monday, 8.30 a.m. to 
6.30 p.m.; Tuesday to Friday, 5.30 a.m. to 6.30 
p.m., Saturday, 5.30 a.m. to 12 noon. 

The dedication of these early employees made 
the company, and it is a tribute to the knowledge 
and character of Royce that people gave him 
such loyal support. 


Frank Dodd (Chief of Car Test Dept. in post 
war period up to 1960) started as office boy and 
errand boy for Royce. Frank was an intelligent 
lad and learnt verv quickly that the way to get 
“on-side” with Royce was by asking plenty of 
questions. Royce delighted in. telling people how 
to overcome problems. Royce was so impressed 
with Frank Dodd and his questions that he mark- 
ed his papers “To be encouraged to work for the 
Company for the rest of his life.” 


Fred. J. Engish 
Russell J. Rolls, 6-8-74. 


RESULTS OF THE 16th ANNUAL FEDERAL 
RALLY, PERTH, 20-23rd SEPTEMBER, 1974 


Overall Best Performance in Concours and Events 
(Coffee Set donated by Percy Markham). 
1 David Kenway, Vic. 1932 20/25 hp. H. J. Mulliner 
2 door coupe GRW67. 
2 Gil Ralph, W.A. 


Winner of Concours 
(Coffee Set donated by the CBA Bank in memory of 
John Hammill). 
1 Gill Ralph, W.A. 1936 20/25 h.p. H. J. Mulliner saloon 
GTK20. 
2 David Kenway. Vic. 


Vidler Shield for Age and Authenticity 
1 David Kenway, Vic. 
2 Colin Heath, W.A. 1934 20/25 h.p. Barker limousine 
GNC26. 


Restoration Trophy (donated by Rolls-Royce Limited, Silver 
Lady on base). 
David Kenway, Vic. 


Best Performance in Events 
1 Derek Hartley, S.A. 1973 Corniche CRHI1282. 
2 George Harris, N.S.W. 1914 Silver Ghost roadster 6TB. 


Quizz 
1, Con Keogh, W.A. 
2 George Harris, Ralph Pearson and John Markham 
equally. 


Class Trophies in the Concours 

Silver Ghost Class (crystal ice bucket and cocktail shaker 
donated by Federal President). 

1 Percy Markham 1914 Barker landaulette 54AB, W.A. 

2 George Harris, N.S.W. 1914 replica roadster 6TB. 

Phantom 1 and 20 h.p. Class (as above). 

1 Con Keogh, W.A. 1927 Windovers limousine Phantom 
1. 48UF. 

2 Peter Deacon, W.A. 
tourer GAJ75. 

20/25, 25/30, Wraith, Phantoms II and III Class (as above). 

1 Gil Ralph, W.A. 

2 David Kenway, Vic. 

Silver Wraith and Silver Dawn Class (as above). 

1 Matt Smith, W.A. 1951 Wraith James Young limousine 
WMEI8. 

2 Brian Meegan, W.A. 1951 standard Dawn SFC74. 

Silver Clouds, Shadow, Corniche Class (as above, donated 
by the W.A. President). 

1 Ralph Pearson, Vic. 1973 Corniche CRH13522. 

2 Peter Deacon, W.A. 1964 SC11ll1 SCX317 and Cole 
Sangster, W.A. 1963 SC111 SGT85 equally. 


Mk. VI and R Type Bentleys (as above). 
L Dennis Robinson, W.A. 1954 R tye B265YA. 
2 John Towner, W.A. 1949 Mk. VI B243DZ. 


1s26 Martin and King 20 hop. 


S and T Series Bentleys (as above). 
1 Lance O'Neil, S.A. 1974 T series FBH 18434. 
2 John Salter, Vic. 1961 S2 B25CT. 


THE 20h.p. ROLLS-ROYCE 1922-29 


This year we celebrate the 50th birthday of 
the 20 h.p. Rolls-Royce. Although the company 
decided after the Great War of 1914-18 to pro- 
duce a small car as a second string to the famous 
40/50 h.p., the first public appearance of the new 
car was in ‘The Motor’ 14 September, 1921, under 
the title ‘A Mystery Car.’ Claude Johnson, the 
managing director, must take the credit for putt- 
ing forward this ‘economy’ car to comply with 
the changing times. The early experimental 
models were reputed to have the name ‘Cinderella’ 
engraved on the hub caps and the experimental 
twin overhead camshaft engine was known as 
Goshawk! It was decided that owing to the high 
cost of manufacture and excessive noise in oper- 
ation that the engine be redesigned with a straight 
forward overhead valve mechanism operated by 
pushrods and rockers. This production (Goshawk 
II) engine 8 x 4}in. 8127c.c. (21.6 h.p. RAC)’ 
was fitted with a three-speed gearbox and rear- 
wheel brakes only. In July, 1925, the four-speed 
gearbox and front-wheel brakes were introduced. 

The Twenty was neither designed nor intend- 
ed to carry so large a body as the 40/50, but the 
same care in the selection of materials, the same 
methods of production and the same scrupulous 
testing of the components at every stage of 
manufacture were all brought to bear upon its 
its construction. The Twenty and the 40/50 
chassis were manufactured side by side at Derby. 
They received equally the same highly skilled 
attention, carrying the same guarantee and backed 
by the same service organisation. 


The ‘Goshawk’ plate from Judith Bisley’s GBM 55. 


The purchase of a Twenty is an excellent 
investment. Its comparatively high initial cost is 
justified by the superlative value of the materials 
and workmanship incorporated in it, by its 
economy in running and by the amazingly low 
cost of its upkeep. Many early Twenties really 
were quaint cars, having in fact very petite’ 
features — small radiator, spindly 23 in. split-rim 
wire wheels, no front-wheel brakes and often 
rather dainty coachwork. When owners desired 
heavy coachwork which together with the chassis 
weight exceeded the recommended 2 tons, it is 
no wonder that the model earned the reputation 
of being ‘gutless.’ I know of a Windovers cabriolet 
supplied to an Indian Prince which has a total 
weight of 56 cwt.! With the extra hunting lamps, 
fly screens, purdah glass windows in addition to 
interchangeable plain glasses fitted into the door 
frames, twin spare wheels and numerous extras, 
this vehicle certainly suffered in performance to 
make up for its exotic fittings. It was insured to 
a value of £2700 when it was despatched from 
England in 1926. With the basic chassis priced 
at the standard £1100, average cabriolets were 
offered at £1880 which makes the normal cabriolet 
a most luxurious and comfortable conveyance 
capable of a maximum speed of 65 m.p.h. 


The first of the four styles of grille used on the 20 hp, — 
note the rounded edges. Neil Mountford’s 82 K9, 


Since its introduction to the public in the 
autumn of 1922, a total of 2905 chassis were 
produced and the first example of the production 
Goshawk II went to HH the Maharaja of Rajpipla 
with a landaulette body by Windovers. Perhaps 
the most colourful owner, of no less than ten 
Twenties was HH the Maharaja of Patiala. The 
late Prince of Wales owned two Twenties. 

To hope to encompass the faults, virtues, 
modifications, personalities connected with this 
important mode] in this programme would be 
foolish. All aspects are being dealt with, supported 
by a large collection of unpublished photographs 
and original documentation, in a book at present 
being prepared by the writer on this model which 
it is hoped will be available early in 1973. This 
book is being written not only for the owners (of 
which there are approximately 850 throughout 
the world) of these delightful motor cars, but 
also for that much wider section of the public 
whose taste and enthusiasm for the good things 
of life enables them to appreciate the qualities 
inherent in the Twenty. Let us leave the last 
word to the well-known Rolls-Royce historian 
Mr. C. W. Morton when he writes of the Twenty 
‘|. . which has such a dedicated following among 
Rolls-Royce enthusiastists and which time has 
proved to be beyond equal in its predictable per- 
formance over fabulous mileages, with a reliability 
record second to none.’ 

(R.R.E.C. Blenheim Rally Programme—Eng- 
land 1922). 


The engine of GCK 10. 
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Notes from the Branches 


QUEENSLAND 


The mind’s eye is apt at times to conjure up 
visions most spendide of days such as the 
Concours. 

One may see gentle undulating land set 
amidst huge trees defying the times and the 
pollution, with glimpses of magnificent stone 
house and stables; wisteria shedding its gentle 
lavender around the gravel walks and the gentle 
murmer of ferries on the harbour. 

Then again, one may see a pioneer cottage, 
similar sloping fields, and the deeper greens of 
the southern state with the occasional sighting 
of the grand and majestic Dandenongs, 

All this and more is available to Members 
of the Club in the southern States. Concours day, 
Queensland is slightly different. The greens of 
the south don’t exist to any great extent, and all 
seems harsh in the light of day. Perhaps, I judge 
too harshly, but attractive scenery is and always 
will be a part of Australia that I cherish most 
a part of the Concours scene. The day’s venue 
was in a small reserve somewhat similar to Lane 
Cove National Park in Sydney’s northern suburbs, 
but there all semblence ends. 

Arriving in my current trusty steed, one of 
Australia’s own, minus muffler and exhaust pipe 
scraping the ground (don’t they all? I made the 
usual grand entrance approximately 2 hours late, 
to find a frighteningly large majority of Bentleys 
in comparison with the number of Rolls-Royces. 
Perhaps this is why one tends to think the 
Queensland State is more prepared to accept 
larger number of Bentleys than the other States 
— the Rolls-Royces don’t exist. 

A few minutes sufficed to look at the cars, 
and after that a few more minutes spent chatting 
with the few representatives of the Club present. 
The following is the list of cars at the Concours: 
Keith Brennan’s 25/30, Frank and Mrs. Carossi’s 
Silver Wraith, Joe Bell with his Cloud I and Bert 
Swift with the Corniche. 

Bentleys were: Brad and Phil Page in the 
Mk. VI, Barrie and Faye Sparks in their Mk. VI, 
Wal and Kerry Moochouse, Mk. VI, Ted and Mrs. 
Pollard in yet another Mk. VI, and finally Reg 
and Mrs. Wood in a Mk. VI. Doug Gray saved the 
day in his Sl. 

With little further left us as far as time 
goes (night falls quickly in the tropics) Frank 
Carozzi announced the following wins: 

Keith Brennan’s 25/30, Best Pre-War Rolls-Royce. 
Joe Bell’s Silver Cloud, Best Post-War Rolls-Royce. 
Ted Pollard’s Mk. VI, Best Bentley. 

and each of the winners was handed a bottle of 
champers to celebrate the win. 

Thus ended Concours day. Perhaps I am too 
harsh in my criticisms, but one feels that there 
is a little more than just a few cars attending 
needed to make a concours. There are far more 
ears in this State, all too few of which are seen. 

My voice may be one crying in the wilderness, 
but surely, others can bring out a car or two and 
swell the numbers to make the day one of more 
interest to spectators such as myself. Where are 
all the Ghosts, the twenty’s and the phantoms. 
They exist, but it seems they also vegetate. 


VICTORIA 


Now that our trans-continental travellers 
have returned from the far West having distin- 
guished themselves and the Branch, we can all 
breath a sigh of relief that both drivers and cars 
have survived the rigours of the trip. We hear 
that our new Federal President is studying the 
feasability of an archeological expedition to the 
West following on the discovery of Ghostly relics 
in the sands. To our survivors in the meantime 
congratulations David Kenway, Ralph Pearson 
and the Salters on their achievements. 

We were fortunate to obtain for the last 
general meeting before the Federal Rally the 
services of a Technical Representative from Dulux 
to explain the craft of painting cars. His presen- 
tation included a film and a question and answer 
session. With the soaring labour charges of today 
such sessions give much heart to the do-it-your- 
selfer. 

Jim Cooper writes that he has had a new 
set of valve springs made for his ’24 Ghost and 
recommended the maker Bell Spring Products at 
Reservoir. This brought to mind the quest this 
Branch has had for some time for reports on the 
availability of such services. Ideally, we should 
be able to compile a Federal directory of services 
and supplies for the benefit of members in all 
States. Please write the Victoria Branch if you 
can assist. 

Fred Engish our Federal and State Registrar 
has finally given us a report on the Riley Motor 
Club and Vintage Car Lovers’ Tour to the State 
in June and was so fired with the experience is 
now lobbying for our Club to do likewise. Any 
takers, write Fred. 

Talking of Fred English one also mentions 
Russell Rolls and then talks Federal Registers. 
The latest SITREP I have received is that the 
draft register and directory has been circulated 
to all Branches for correction and comment. 
Hopefully these will be returned by the end of 
the year when printing can be started. I under- 
stand that a Sydney member in the printing 
trade has offered a stock of off-cut paper and 
the use of his machines free to the Club for this 
task. We all look forward to finding out at last 
what cars we do have in this country. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


Presidents Dinner Dance 


Over sixty members and friends attended 
the Presidents Dinner Dance at The Westos Motor 
Inn, South Perth, on Friday, 25th October. Follow- 
ing a most satisfying dinner the President, Mrs. 
Di Deacon, presented the Branch Trophies for 
the year which were: 

Shell Trophy: Dick Wright, 1932 20/25 GAU 72. 
Foundation President’s Trophy: Dick Wright, 

1932 20/25 GAU 72. 

Best Progressive Restoration: Roger Fry, 1937 

25/30 GRP 79. 

York Rally Prize: Cole Sangster, 1963 SC111 SGT 

85. 

May 5 Rally Prize: Ron Ivers 1972 SS SRH 14484. 
Aquinas Rally: Rosemary Hammill, 1956 SCI 
SYB 54. 


Run to Cheriton House 


Members of the W.A. Branch enjoyed a 
pleasant run to historic Cheriton House near Gin 
Gin on Sunday, 11th November. Among those 
present were the President, Di Deacon (in a Dat- 
sun mind you), Harry and May Thompson (20/25) 
fresh from their three months tour of the Pacific 
and U.S.A., Arthur and Jenny McComb (20/25), 
Nanette and Gilbert Ralph who were giving their 
20/25 its first long run after 3 years of restor- 
ation, Mac and Olive Mitchell (Silver Shadow), 
Ron and Mary Ivers (Silver Shadow), Tom Clarke 
and Fiona Malcolm in Bob Lambkins R Type 
Bentley, Brian and Betty Meegan (Silver Dawn), 
Les and Myrtle Mills and a number of children. 

The day was pleasantly warm and the journey 
of 60 miles to Gin Gin was undertaken with ease. 
The party picniced under a grove of large old 
citrus trees in the grounds of Cheriton House, a 
somewhat derelict two storey mansion, established 
at the turn of the Century by George Cooch. 


NEW SOUTH WALES 


Our 18th birthday party in August made a 
lot of us slightly nervous (‘“‘seems like yesterday, 
etc.”) however, age seems to ke what we are all 
about in this Club although one would prefer it 
to be associated with the cars and not the 
members! 

The return of our contingent to the Federal 
Rally, has started a never ending supply of stories 
including the very practical question of how 
many times can you puncture a tyre? From all 
reports it seems that our Western Australian 
Branch is to be congratulated on the organisation 
of the Federal Rally. 

Events for this Branch since August have 
ranged from a picnic day at Kurnell to a classic 
ear concours at the Sydney Show Ground. The 
latter was jointly organised by Rothmans and the 
MG Car Club and resulted in an impressive display 
of classic cars from 20 clubs. Of the five sections 
judged three were won by Rolls-Royces and Bruce 
Ross managed to carry off the prize for the over- 
all outright winner with his Cloud I. Proceeds 
from the event were for the benefit of autistic 
and mentally retarded children. Our annual Con- 
cours will now be held at Vaucluse House on 
Sunday, 8th May, 1975. 

The 8th September saw the Branch on the 
annual trek to Warwick Farm where cars were 
assembled by year rather than make. This re- 
sulted in a good mixing of people of various 
automotive tastes and the weather being fine, a 
good day was had by all. 

Late October saw a lot of members at the 
wildflower reserve at St. Ives. Assisted by 
Colonel Sanders, a lone little snake, ample parking 
areas and good amenities, we toured the gardens 
and aired our knowledge on the flora. A pretty 
place, even enjoyed by the children who were 
provided with a ready made fort and plenty of 
logs to climb on. 

We were also very fortunate in having a 
visit from David Mead from the RREC. David 
is on a private trip to Australia and is the Spares 
registrar for the Club particularly in the pre-war 
car area. He will be a very valuable contact for 
the future. 


Our last major event before going to press, 
was the election of a new Branch Committee 
which has the unenviable task of preparing for 
the forthcoming Federal Rally in Albury. Hope 
to see you there. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


The South Australian Branch took part in 
a one-day run to Clare on Sunday, October 27th. 
The venue was Alistair Angas’ property, Hill 
River Station, at Clare, some 100 miles north 
west of Adelaide. The weather was first class 
and the setting for the picnic luncheon in the 
open country, amongst native Australian trees and 
thick green pasture, was ideal for the 50 or so 
members and the 19 vehicles that participated. 

A bevy of S1 Continentals provided conver- 
sational matter for the day and Tom Barr-Smith’s 
4} Litre pillarless Park Ward saloon, looking 
magnificent after its full treatment U.K. Restor- 
ation, was admired by all. It was driven on the 
day by Englishman, John Donner, who is a mem- 
ber of the R.R.E.C. in the U.K. 

lt was the first official outing for Peter Mc- 
Nally’s 1966 Mulliner bodied 2 door Silver Shadow, 
which is a welcome addition to the more unusual 
cars in this State. 

Noticeable by his absence was Dr. Michael 
Hamilton with the R Type Continental. Due to 
some mix-up, Michael had visited Clare on the 
previous Sunday and didn’t get as much enjoy- 
ment from the R.R.O.C. outing as other members 
did. 

David Brooks was unable to decide whether 
he was a Labour or Liberal supporter while driv- 
ing the ex-Prime Minister’s 83 saloon — however, 
the recent Government purchase of a Mercedes 
Benz saloon could have some influence on this 
decision. 

Members were able to fully inspect the very 
latest T series and Silver Shadows from Crewe, 
with the attendance of Tom Barr-Smith’s and 
Lance O’Neil’s latest models. 

By taking a short detour on leaving our 
picnic spot, we were able to see the beautiful 
old homestead ‘Hill River.’ The station was settled 
in the early 1840’s and the property has been 
owned by the Angas family since 1876. It com- 
prises some 4,000 choice acres and, today, Mr. 
Angas specialises in the breeding of merino sheep 
and Poll Shorthorn cattle. 

On the return to Adelaide the Taylor Brothers 
Chateau Clare. Winery was a welcome stopping 
point. This brand new winery established over 
the last four years enabled members to see the 
very latest methods and equipment being used 
in this fast growing industry. All in all, a most 
enjoyable day. 

The next event on the calendar is our Christ- 
mas outing at Edward Godfrey’s home, Stangate 
House, Stirling, on Sunday, December 15th. 

Welcome new members to our club are: 

Dr. Michael Strachan — Rolls Royce Silver 
Dawn saloon (which has been in his family from 
new — very low mileage with original leather, 
etc. — a very fine car). 

Peter McNally — 1966 Rolls Royce 2 door 
Mulliner Silver Shadow, recently imported from 


England. 
R. Rainsford. 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS‘ CLUB OF AUSTRALIA 
LIST OF SILVER GHOST CHASSIS AND PRIOR MODELS NOW 
OR FORMERLY IN AUSTRALIA 
7TH EDITION 1973 
AMENDED TO 29/4/74 


Compiled from the following sources: 


A.E. Ward's list - Cars imported through Sydney 
J.E. Scott"s List - Cars in Victoria 1918-1936 
Rolls-Royce Limited - Engine Nos. from 1919. 


R.R.O.C. Registers and Records from Club Members 


Date Chassis Engine Body Type State Present Owner Remarks 
No. No. 
1904 20160 Destroyed Sydney 
to 
1906 26355 SA L.Vigar & G. 30 hp to U.K. 1958 by 
Sandford-Morgan agreement with S.E. Sears 
1907 60,588 Tourer NSW A. Garrett ex U.K. 1957 
1908 60,739 
60,747 
60,749 
60,754 to U.K. 
60,757 
60,764 
60,799 
1909 60,922 Landaulet to U.S.A. 1968 
999 
1109 to U:S.A. 
1122 1173 Chassis QLD D. McPhee 
1166 
1173 
1194 Tourer NSW L.C. O'Neil 
1910 1230 Chassis vICc Vv. Stocks 
1237 Destroyed 
1291 
1332 Chassis NSW G.W. Green 
1334 Tourer to U.S.A. 1958 
1363 Saloon VIC J. Griffiths 
1388 Tourer SA L. Vinall 
1404 Chassis QLD D.G. McPhee Incomplete- Originally 
owned by Lord Montague 
1425 Tourer VIC R.H. Hunt 
1492 Landaulet NSW G.W. Green & 


B. Gillings 


1911 1500 
1500 2IR Tourer ACT F.A. Palfreyman 
1524 Chassis SA Cc. Wright 
1547 SYB Landaulet WA W.A. Museum ex Switzerland 
1554 
1606 Brougham NSW .G.W. Green 
1663 
1671 Tourer to U.S.A. 1971 
1708 
1710 
1732 
1749 2 Seater NSW G.W. Green 
1826E Tourer vic Vv. Stocks Lto E 
1912 1853E Tourer SA E. Rainsford 
1884 50D Chassis ACT F.A. Palfreyman L to E (underslung) 
1818 Chassis vic W.K. Watkins 
1910 2B Tourer NSW J. Jeffery L to E (underslung replica) 
1958 Tourer NSW G.W. Green L to E (underslung) 


1988 1069 Roi de Belges QLD C.B. McLeod 


», Date Chassis Engine Body Type State Present Owner Remarks 
No. No. 
ee a ee ary 
1912 1997 Limousine SA E. Rainsford 
2006 Tourer to U.S.A. 1965 
2009 Tourer SA L.R. O'Neil 
2018 Tourer SA D. Hartley 
2068E 
2082 107¢ Tourer WA L. Whiteman from U.K. 
2104 v12 Tourer SA W.J. Odgers 
2133 35R Tourer NSW L.C. O'Neill L to E Replica 
2139 Destroyed 
2145 47D Chassis SA L.E. Vinall 
2177 
1913 2242 101R Tourer QLD C. Wilkinson 
2247 
2282 
2297 1040 Landaulet NSW J. Burchell 
2316 8E Tourer ACT F.A. Palfreyman 
2a; 287 Tourer NSW W. Maunsell 
2320E 840 Tourer vic N. Tishler 
2412 29C Roadster ACT F.A. Palfreyman LtoE 
2442 
2448 
2518 
> 2519 267 Roadster NSW Dr. Pye 
J 2570 
2583 95C Tourer ACT F.A. Palfreyman 
2617 11A Chassis vic B. Dowd 
2678 97D Chassis ACT I. Irwin 
1914 46NA Limousine NSW D. Green 
50NA 
S54AB Cabriolet WA P.W. Markham From U.K. 1971 
42EB 
38RB 
40YB Tourer fo U.S.A. 1971 
47YB 
34LB 19H Chassis SA G. Sandford-Morgan 
6TB 100 R Tourer NSW G. Harris 
1915 7BD 
11BD Chassis NSW S. Nash 
3AD Tourer To U.S.A. 
10AD 
20AD 
34ED 
17CB $23 Tourer WA D. Faliconer 
1919 3PP P.P.1 Tourer SA c. Laurie 
1920 15TW TW.86 Saloon vic L. Dixon 
D 18sTw TW. 87 Chassis NSW G.W. Green Incomplete 
28TW TW.84 
35TW Tw.100 Tourer QLD C.B. McLeod 
15cw 7.159 Tourer vic D. Jones 
47CW 3.241 Chassis vICc M. Markoff Incomplete 
62CcW 7.204 Chassis NSW G. Williams 
27EW K.25 Chassis QLD N.L. Colclough & W. 
Flemming 
34FW Kai) Tourer vic M.R. Markoff 
37EFW Ke 4 
38FW K.34 Saloon To U.S.A. 1973 
49FW K.61 Tourer vic F. Shine 
S1FW K. 42 Tourer vICc J.V. Best 
62FW K.94 Saloon TAS R.J. Plant 
S9FW K.97 Chassis vICc R. McDermott 
39BW Ko53 
59BW Kies Chassis NSW G.W. Green 
127BW K. 247 Chassis NSW L.J. Murrel 
143BW Tia, (52 Wrecked 
158BW L. 41 Tourer NSW D. Grant 
30AE L. 63 Wrecked 
61AE Leo Chassis vIc Vv. Caulfield 
75AE Hee 70 Tourer QLD T.B.F. & P.R.Gargett 
96AE Eaels9 
114AE Wrecked 
2RE Wrecked 


£ 32EE L.185 Truck NT E.J. Connellan 


Os ae eae 
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Date Chassis Engine Body Type State Present Owner Remarks 
No. No. 
1920 33PE L.195 
26PE SA L.R. O'Neil 
64PE M.219 Tourer VIC A.W. Rodgers 
1921 63UE L. 85 Tourer NSW Be akichi From U.K. 
53LE N.284 To U.S.A. 
1TE N.347 NSW N. Frean 
69TE N.394 Cabriolet NSW F. Meek 
8CE N.412 
59CE N.425 
56NE 0.40 Saloon NSW R. Ferguson 
81NE 0.54 
96NE OeLrst 
21AG Tourer QLD W.M. Fraser 
35AG 0.82 Chassis NSW P. Thorne 
56AG ORES Tourer NSW Mrs. S. Garrett 
85AG 0.98 Tourer NSW J.E. Lockeridge 
143AG 0.336 Tourer SA Cc. Wright 
9LG 0.265 Chassis QLD S. Marquis-Kyle 
24LG 0.194 To Spain 1973 
142LG 0.293 Saloon vic Vv. Stocks 
38MG 0.307 Tourer NSW J.G. Giles 
179MG 0.416 Destroyed 
253G 0.456 Truck VIC G. McKenna 
62JG 0.458 Chassis NSW S. Sundell 
763G 0.487 To Spain 1973 
65SG P.83 
71SG Nil Saloon NSW K. Kemp 
80SG N.280 
1922 51TG P.165 Saloon NSW c.0. Bourke 4wB 
62TG 
30KG P.219 Tow Truck NSW W. Fagan 4WB 
33KG H.129 Tourer vic A.R. James 
154BG 20260 Tourer NSW E.C. Hudson Springfield 
6PG P.181 Saloon VIC K.E. Cook 
16PG P.161 All Weather vic J. Griffiths 
33YG P.306 Tourer VIG: Mason 
34YG P.302 Tourer vic W. Vears Incomplete 
12G Wrecked 
2Z2G P.350 Saloon NSW E.C. Hudson 
12HG P.443 Tourer NSW G. Harris 
14HG P.442 Destroyed 
17HG P.450 
20HG P.453 Cabriolet Vi. J. Stamp 
1923 25LK Rezo Chassis vIC R. McDermott 4WB 
27LK R. 26 
39LK Re a7. 
52LK RE 89 Coupe QLD S. Morelle 2WB 
62LK R50 Chassis NSW G. Williams 
6SLK R. 47 Tourer vic J. Spence 2WB 
67LK R. 68 Saloon ViG. H.H. Wheeler Eng. now S149-4WB 
88LK R. 76 Saloon TAS A.C.E. Knight 2WB 
97LK Rawis Tourer VIC R. Knight 2WB 
22NK R.111 Tourer NSW J. Jeffery 2WB 
23NK Redsbs Tourer vic W. Vears 4WB 
33NK R.127 QLD C.B. McLeod Incomplete 
14PK R.214 Tourer QLD Giltrap 4WB 
26PK R.207 Cabriolet SA E. Rainsford 4WB 
1924 32LM S172 Truck vIC P. Kane-White 4WB 
391M s.158 Truck WA Falconer 4WB 
38EM S236 Saloon VIC G.S.B. Walker 2WB 
54EM Si. ‘55 Saloon WA Falconer 4WB 
72EM Sis 70 
103EM Saloon TAS Vv. Bushby 4WB 
104EM Chassis NSW Goddard 
123EM §.149 Wrecked 
15RM S.214 Tourer VIC J. Cooper 2WB 
48RM S.257 Saloon NSW P. Brassil 
83RM §.283 
61M T.109 Limousine NSW R. Marshall 4wB 
41T™ Tel36 vic E. Enticott 4WB 


58TM T.154 Chassis NSW L.C. O'Neil 2WB 


li 
Date Chassis Engine Body Type State Present Owner Remarks 
No. No. 
1924 1AU U.3 Saloon vic J. Griffiths 4WB 
40AU O.al 
46AU U.36 Roadster vICc Vv. Stocks 4WB 
47AU U.38 Tourer QLD W. Fleming 4WB 
57AU U.47 Saloon vic J. Griffiths 4WB 
67AU u.59 Saloon ACT H.F. Ganter 4WB 
110AUB pee? Saloon VIC Ex B. George 2 WB 
112AU Tee? 
113AU TA.174 Saloon vic c.W. Allin Ex N. Ireland 4WB 
125AU T.162 nsw L.c. O'Neil 
1925 40EU Usa Tourer WA A. Robinson 4wB 
64EU UielS7 Tourer 4WB to U.S.A. 
113EU u.201 Coupe SA T. Johnson 4wB 
121EU u.211 Chassis VIC K.M. Weygang 4WB 


TOTAL SILVER GHOSTS NOW KNOWN 


TO BE IN AUSTRALIA 


Veteran (1907-1918) 


Vintage (1919-1925) 


THIS REGISTER HAS BEEN MAINTAINED 
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BY AUTHORITY 


OF THE FEDERAL COUNCIL OF THE ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS' 


PLEASE NOTIFY ANY ERRORS, 


CLUB OF AUSTRALIA 


F. MILLER ROBINSON, 
9 ARDROSS STREET, 
APPLECROSS 6153 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


ADDITIONS OR AMENDMENTS TO: 


JUNE, 1974. 
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Book REVIEW ¢ 


“An Index Of Rolls-Royce Aud Bentley Periodicals” 
Tom C. Clarke 


Compiled by Tom C. Clarke. Published by ROLLS-ROYCE JOURNAL: (1)1968 - (2)1969 ceased 4 issued 
Transport Bookman Publications, 1974. 45 pages, Seen: Science Museum 

8-3/4" x 11-3/4". $1.25 postage and packing National Reference Library for Science and 
extra. Available from Transport Bookman (Chater Invention. 


and Scott), 528 Chiswick High Road, London wW4 


5 RG, United Kingdom ROLLS-ROYCE Ltd.: Motor Car Division 
' . 


LETTERS BENTLEY Crewe, 1971. 71 pages 
There has been over the years, many books and PSpYMDEIS) eles ee set Crewe, 197. . 119 pages 
periodicals produced to whet the appetite of the ROLLS-ROYCE NEWS: 1(1) June 1952 - (238) Jan. 1971 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley enthusiast throughout ceased. 
the World. Seen: British Museum 


John Schroder 
If one is a new enthusiast he finds it difficult 
to ascertain which book or periodical is the 
best one to purchase to answer his interests. 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNER: 1(1) Aug. 1963 - 1(8)Apr. 1964 ceased 
Seen British Museum 


National Motor Museum > 
We in Australia are extremely lucky to have ODNES CHLOSCS ¢. 
amongst our membership, Tom C. Clarke of the ROLLS-ROYCE OWNER's CLUB OF AUSTRALIA: W.A. Branch 
Western Australian Branch. He has tackled the Bulletin 1(1)Dec. 1956 - Sept. 1969 ceased 


enormous task in compiling AN INDEX TO ROLLS- 
ROYCE AND BENTLEY PERIODICALS. What attention 
to detail he has shown -- what hours he must 


ROLLS-ROYCE QUARTERLY: Summer 1922, 1924 
Rolls-Royce of America Inc. 


have spent in compiling this index. ROLLS-ROYCE WELFARE AMENITIES SOCIETY: Engineering and 
Science Discussion Group, Journal and Proceedings. 

The Index is arranged alphabetically by subject Crewe, vol. 1, 1943 - 4. 

with most information on particular models Seen: The Institution of Mechanical Engineers. 


placed under the model designation. The list 
of periodicals indexed is wide and far reaching. 
They include:- 


20 GHOST CLUB: Golden Jubilee Concours d'Elegance 
25 July 1954 Official programme 
Silver Ghost Jubilee Rally 
1907 - 57 Souvenir Programme 


20 GHOST CLUB RECORD: 1(1)Spring 1960 - 13(1)1972. 


BENTLEY DRIVER'S CLUB REVIEW: (87) Jan. 1968- (105) Aug.1972 


EARLY AND LATE: 1(1) Mar.1956 - (33) Dec. 1967 ceased 
Seen: National Motor Museum 


Fann sehrader If one has a problem with his radiator, he 


simply looks up the word radiator in the Index 


FLYING LADY: Aug.1951 - May 1972 and finds out all information printed over 
Seen: National Motor Museum the years on this subject. If the enthusiast 
John Schroder would like some information on Red Badge Rolls- 


Royces or Black Badge Rolls-Royces, he simply has 


PHAN 5 = 
GICs ine ele, paths pha eer at eee: tat to look up the Index to find out where the best 


ee ke Schroder place is to find this information. 

MOTOR SPORT: 46(7) July 1970 - 48(8) Aug.1972 He has arranged the Index for Rolls-Royce cars q@ 
Seen: National Motor Museum in order of the car's production and if the 

ON THE ROAD: (1)1934 - (13)1939 ceased reader is interested in a certain model car, he 


simply looks up the make of the car, the model, 
and indexed are all Chassis numbers with the 
relevant publications, where information can be 
PRAECLARVM: Spring 1960 - 5(2-3) Dec.1971 found. If the reader has a problem with disman- 

Rolls-Royce Owners Club of Australia. tling his axle on his 1938 25/30 Rolls-Royce he 
would simply look up his make of car and model 
and under axle is shown the periodical which he 
could purchase to give him the right information 
ROLLS-ROYCE AND BENTLEY OWNER DRIVERS CLUB Magazine on his problem. 

(1) Feb. - Mar. 1967 - (9) Autumn 1971. 


Seen: National Motor Museum 
Bentley Drivers Club 


ROLLS-ROYCE AND BENTLEY INTERNATIONAL PAGEANT: 
Goodwood. 1964, 1967 programmes. 


This new literary work is something which every 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley enthusiast should have 
in his library. It will make our lives a lot 
happier -- it will make the restoration and 
maintenance of cars, and the locating of 
articles on the history of the Company and 
ROLLS-ROYCE DEALER NEWSLETTER: 1(1) Jan. 1969 - 4(2)1972. its characters simple, and I am sure everyone 
who purchases this Index will find it a very 
valuable production. 


ROLLS-ROYCE BULLETIN: Sept. 1920 - Jan 1958 ceased 
This official RR journal probably commenced 1908 
Seen: British Museum 

National Motor Museum 
John Schroder 


ROLLS-ROYCE ENGINEERING BULLETIN 1928 
Rolls-Royce of America Inc. 


ROLLS-ROYCE ENTHUSIAST'S CLUB: Blenheim Palace 


Concours Programme 1967-1972 annual 

ROLLS-ROYCE ENTHUSIAST'S CLUB BULLETIN: (1)Feb. 1960-(73) 
July 1972. q 
Seen: National Motor Museum 


John Schroder 
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DAVID PLASTOW 
(Extracts from a interview) 


The following interview of David Plastow, Managing Director of Rolls-Royce Motors was 
conducted by Courtney Edwards and published in Motor Industry International of July 1973. 


Edwards: How do you feel about Rolls-Royce 


‘going public’? 


Plastow: Like everyone else in the company, I’m 


oe 


absolutely delighted. 

Is it what you really wanted? 

No questions about it at all. We believe that 
independence in the form in which we now 
have it is one of our greatest assets. To be 
part of a big corporation would mean we 
would lose our identity and there would be 
one big over-riding fear; talent-stripping. We 
have a lot of good people and as part of a 
large group I could see us losing our key 
men. 

How do you now see the future of Rolls- 
Royce? 

I see a future of growing opportunity because 
our objective is to concentrate our resources 
on what 1 like to call the premium end of the 
automotive industry. I believe we have the 
technological talent, the managerial skill and, 
above all, the right kind of work force, to 
produce, in gradually increasing numbers, the 
kind of top quality motor-cars, diesel en- 
gines and other automotive products which 
the major manufacturers are not able to con- 
centrate on as absolutely as we do. 

When I look back on the history of motor 
manufacture and recall the rames of famous 
firms which have fallen by the wayside — 
Hispano Suiza, Stutz, Lanchester and so on — 
the lesson I learn is that it is desperately im- 
portant to concentrate on the areas where 
you are strong and not allow yourself to be 
seduced into going out of your specialist area. 

We are often told we ought to produce a 
smaller Rolls-Royce at a lower price, but that 
is an area we don’t understand. Our clear 
objective is to build even better cars than we 
are producing at the moment: definitely not 
smaller, definitely not cheaper. If anything, 
we shall be trading up, over the years, from 
our present product and price levels. Similarly, 
with diesel engines, we shall continue to deal 
in the top end of the market and not attempt 
to compete with friends like Perkins. In fact 
we now have Government support to produce 
high-technology diesel engines for military 
purposes and in the years to come there will 
be some very exciting commercial variants. 
Are you planning any changes in your 
management structure to meet the new 
situation? 

We have been re-structuring the company 
over the last two years. We now have two 
main divisions with their own boards: the Car 
Division at Crewe and the Diesel Division 
at Shrewsbury. There is also the Mulliner/ 
Park Wark Division, again with its own 
board. I am a great believer in identity of 
management with a particular programme 
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which should have its own balance sheet and 
profit and loss account. Before the offer for 
sale we were all set and ready to go, the 
most important development since the failure 
of the old company being the election of a 
very strong main board with an extremely 
able chairman in Mr. I. J. Fraser. 

Can you define your design and market 
philosophy? 

Against the background of massive rationa- 
lisation in our industry with huge groups, 
vast product ranges and perhaps a little 
inertia because of the enormous scale, we 
see ourselves as a small, tightly-knit opera- 
tion able to move quickly, with technology 
of a special kind and with a work force of 
special skills,’ able to respond to a growing 
need for premium products. The demand for 
what the Americans call ‘high line’ cars: 
cars at the top of the production pyramid: 
cars like Jaguar, Rover, Mercedes-Benz and 
BMW, is growing three times as fast as that 
for cars of lesser quality. During the last five 
months the number of orders taken by Rolls- 
Royce has been three times greater than the 
number of cars we have actually delivered 
in the UK in that period. The strength of 
the demand for used Rolls-Royce cars is quite 
incredible and so are the prices they are 
fetching. 

What is the relative importance of your firm’s 
various activities: cars, diesel engines and 
so on? 

In broad terms, cars represent fifty per cent 
of our turnover, diesel engines about twenty 
per cent and aeroplane, piston engines for 
light aircraft and turbine components about 
twelve per cent. The rest is made up of sub- 
contract machining of a specialist kind, 
shunting locomotives and specialised invest- 
ment casting (of which the most interesting 
new product is golf club heads). This ‘invest- 
ment casting’ is an aerospace technique 
developed over the last few years for the pro- 
duction of very hard, exotic materials of com- 
plex shapes for gas turbines. We have 
adapted it for other purposes. For instance, 
the Rolls-Royce Spirit of Ecstacy mascot 1s 
now made that way. 

Where are your main plants nowadays} 
At Crewe we have 4,900 people making cars, 
light aero engines and aerospace components 
(with seventy per cent of their efforts re- 
lating to cars). At Shrewsbury we have 2,300 
people working on diesel engines, tobacco pro- 
cessing machinery and precision sheet metal 
fabrication for aero turbines. In London we 
have two plants employing a total of 1,100 
people: one for car servicing, the other for 
coach-building. We have about seventy em- 
ployees in the US and Canada and that makes 
a grand total of 8,370. 
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What about your future model programme? 
When are we likely to see a major re-design? 
We shall not be changing the appearance of 
the Silver Shadow significantly for five or 
six years. And its replacement, when it does 
come, will be broadly the same in concept. 
Meanwhile, we hope to give further evidence 
of our advanced engineering and styling in 
the area of our coachbuilt cars, the first 
example of which was the Corniche, which 
has been a staggering success. In other 
words, we shall probably have variations on 
the coachbuilt models. But don’t run away 
with the idea that we are not already work- 
ing on a successor to the Shadow. We de- 
finitely are. We have full-scale mock-ups. 
When we press the ‘Go’ button on this is 
another question. Whether it will be five, six 
or even eight years I don’t know. We have, 
by the way, commissioned a completely new 
styling studio in the last three months. At 
Crewe. We have taken a chunk of what used 
to be the engineering machine shop and con- 
verted it into a large styling area which is 
very well lit and has the latest type of modell- 
ing platforms. This is something we have 
never had before and we are using it for the 
next generation of Rolls-Royces. 


Will the new car have a different name? 
Yes, but I hope J haven’t given the impres- 
sion that it will be a completely new car 
like the Shadow was. We shall use all the best 
mechanical features of the Shadow — includ- 
ing, of course, the power train — and put 
them in a new body shell. 

What are your export plans? 

We plan to maintain our recent experience in 
exporting half of our output, even in the face 
of a booming demand in the domestic market. 
We are planning to establish a completely new 
international campany later this year to deal 
with all our overseas car operations. It will 
have a separate board. Of our planned output 
of 2,850 cars this year, 600 will go to Europe, 
Australasia, the Far East and Middle-East. 
About 850 will go to Canada and_ the 
Americas, including the Carribbean. We shall 
produce between 400 and 450 = coachbuilt 
models this vear and these will have a richer 
export mixture. Last vear we built 2,470 cars 
and exported 1,150. These were record figures 
and we hope to improve on them this year. 
Our best export markets are the US, Canada, 
the Caribbean and Europe; with Switzerland, 
France and Italy the next European countries, 
in that order, and with Germany developing 
well. 

What are your guidelines in your continuous 
efforts to improve quality ? 

There are three: We want refinement, ele- 
gance and durability. Although we are build- 
ing more cars than ever before, cars up to 
five years old are changing hands at about 
the same prices paid for them when new. 
In the UK the average waiting time for a 
Shadow is eighteen months; for the Corniche, 
more like three years. 
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Are Rolls-Royce cars still hand-built ? 

We use a lot of modern techniques in sub- 
assembly and machining but the cars them- 
selves are hand-built, assembled and tested. 
We have an assembly line — two in fact — 
but it is not of the ‘conveyor belt’ type. The 
cars are moved along manually or else driven 
to the next assembly stage. Each car is given 
a chassis-history file before the pre-paint 
stage. It bears the customer’s name and de- 
tails of his special requirements. 

Someone suggested the other day that an 
analysis of your accounts show that vou 
make a profit of £3,500 on every car you 
sell. Is that true? 

I think that is rather high. Like our brake 
horse-power, our profit is, shall we = say, 
adequate! 

Is there any real justification for your own 
special brand of ‘badge’ engineering? Is it 
necessary to build Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
models which are identical apart from the 
radiators ? 

We see the present car as an amalgam of the 
traditional characteristics of the two mar- 
ques. Both ears have a great heritage, which 
we hope is perpetual in the cars we produce 
today. There is a continuing loyalty to both 
names. 

Do you really think the Rolls-Royce is still 
‘the best car in the world’? 

The short answer is ‘Yes’. It is not the fastest 
ear, or the biggest car, but it has unique 
quality. It is built by craftsmen, is very com- 
prehensively equipped and is very, very safe. 
It is the only car in the world with a braking 
system any part of which can fail and still 
give braking on all four wheels. It is the only 
car in the world with an electrically-actuated 
gearbox which means that the gear lever for 
the automatic transmission is a delight to 
use, with no heavy mechanical loads and pro- 
viding no noise path as do the rods and levers 
of conventional cars. It is the only car in the 
world with a warranty of three years/50,000 
miles. It is the only quality car on which the 
manufacturer’s entire resources are concen- 
trated. 


The Federal President and Secretary 1973/74 


would like to thank all state branches’ officials 
for their support during the year and also the 
many members who made for a successful Rally 
in Perth. We hope the Club goes on to new 
strength under its new President and Secretary 
to whom we send our best wishes. 
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More Federal Rally Photos 


SE 


S.A. Group at Formal Dinner, Parmelia Hotel, Perth. 
L. to R.: Lance O’Neil, Mrs. O’Neil, Mrs. Hartley, Derik Council House, St. Georges Ice, Perth. R-ROC Federal Rally, 
Hartley, Mrs. Freeman, Cud Freeman, Perth. 
L. to R.: Fred Robinson, a lady, Brian Meegan, Betty 
Meegan, Bryan Inder, a gentleman, Tom Clarke. 


Mundaring Weir, W.A., R-ROC Federal Rally, Perth. El Cabalio Blanco Hotel, Wooroloo, W.A. R-ROC Federal 
Victoria Branch Members. Rally, Perth — Smorgasbord Luncheon. 
L. to R.: Harold Spiller, John Salter, David Kenway, 
Fred Engish, 


El Sombrero Restaurant, Crawley, R-ROC Federal Rally, 


Perth. 
Part of N.S.W. Branch contingent. Fremantle Maritime Museum, R.ROC Federal Rally, Perth. 
€ L. to R.: Bill Cutts, Mrs. Ross, Mrs. Harris, Bryan Inder, L. to R.: Margaret Sowden, Dennis Sowden, Betty Meegan, 
i a lady, a lady, Dick Donnelley, George Harris, Bruce Ross, Fred Engish, Diana Deacon, a lady, Bryan Inder, Les Mills, 


a lady, Andrew Judge, Mrs. Judge. Fred Robinson. 
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